
2017 Season – IKF Technical Bulletin 

With the start of the new season coming up, it is time to remind technical inspectors, participants and 

families about important safety items.  As the year gets going, expect that at events, these items will be 

checked as part of pre-tech and/or post-tech inspection and on the grid. 

Chest Protectors for Junior Drivers – since the inception of the requirement for Chest 

Protectors for Junior Drivers, all major US sanctioning bodies, including IKF, require SFI Certification 

which is evidenced by the SFI tag affixed to the chest protector.  Not all chest protectors on the market 

are SFI certified as they are used in other sports so ensure that your chest protector is properly certified. 

There are 2 specifications based on the size of the wearer.  Some products may be certified for both 

specifications, or there may be multiple models, based on size.  While SFI and IKF provide age guidelines, 

these are guidelines.  Use the proper size for the driver.  Following is the current updated rule from the 

IKF website – the rule printed in the 2017 and prior IKF Technical Manuals is essentially the same but 

needed clarifications: 

105.1.6.3.6 Chest Protection: All drivers in all Kid Kart, Junior 1, Rookie, and Cadet classes in all Divisions, 

are required to present for pre-race tech inspection, a chest protection device with a Specification 20.1/1 

SFI Certification (ages up through 8) or Specification 20.1/2 SFI Certification (ages 9-12).  These ages are 

guidelines for proper sizing. 

This device must be worn whenever such drivers are on track in their kart. The Grid personnel are 

empowered to prevent a driver from entering the track without this device, just as they would a driver 

without a neck collar or gloves 

Helmets – this year marks the end of eligibility of SNELL and SFI rated helmets prior to 2010 (prior to 

2007 for CMS helmets) and all of the 2005 certifications are no longer allowed.   Please make sure you 

have checked and updated your helmet as needed.   DOT and ECE rated helmets are not approved 

without the additional Snell and/or SFI ratings.  See 105.1.6 in the 2017 IKF Technical Manual for a full 

list of acceptable certifications. 

Snell Foundation Specifications           Legal Until 

CMS 2007 (youth helmet)                        12/20/19 

CMR 2007 (youth helmet)                        12/20/19 

M 2010                                                     12/20/2021 (1) 

SA/K 2010                                                12/20/2021 

CM 2016                                                   12/20/2026 

K 2015                                                       12/20/2026 

M 2015                                                      12/20/2026 (1) 

SA 2015                                                    12/20/2026 

Note: (1) – Not approved for Champ karts -              

NOTE:  All models of Snell 2000 and 2005 Helmets 

are no longer legal. 

SFI Specifications                                  Legal Until 

24.1/2010 (youth helmet)                   12/20/2021 

31.1/2010                                               12/20/2021 

41.1/2010                                               12/20/2021 (1)   

24.1/2013 (youth helmet)                    12/20/2024 

31.1/2013                                                12/20/2024 

41.1/2013                                                12/20/2024 (1)  

 


